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Worcel er, a ſe; eparate Pariſh from the Parifh of Old Swinford, 
in the ſaid County ; and for making a Proviſion for the Miniſter 


of # the ſaid new Pariſh; and 22 U rhe Ri — of Preſenta- 
not zo che Church e 


5 121 ployed in the Woollen, en, and la Manufattres, 
by Of * 


; 0 FP 2 And whereas che Pariſh Church of 0% Swinford i is a 


Mile diſtant from the Town of Stowerbridge, and is not 


apible of containing half of the Inhabitants of the faid Pariſh for the : 
attending and hearing Divine Service therein: 

and whereas by the voluntary Contributions ; of ſeveral Iukibledtits- of 5 
the faid Town and Pariſh, and of other Perſons charitably diſpoſed, reſiding 


: in that Neighbourhood, a Church hath been lately built in the ſaid Town : 


of Stewerbridge, in which Divine Service is performed according to the 
Ulage of the Church of England: 

And whereas che Right Honourable Thomas Lord Foley is Lord of the 
Manor of Stowerbridge, and Patron of the Rectory of the Pariſh Church 
e e and Orgs Wigan, Clerk, 1 Rector of the ſame Pariſh 

ure 

And whereas the Inhabitants of the Town and Townſhip of Stowerbridge 
aoreſaid, have, for ſeveral Years laſt paſt, maintained the Poor of the 
ſaid Townſhip by a ſeparate and diſtin& Levy and Aſſeſſment, which hath 
been charged and aſſeſſed upon the Inhabitants of the ſaid Townſhip only, 


and exclufive of the reſt of the Pariſhioners of the Pariſh of Old Swinford Ls 


! and collected, appiied, and diſtributed by difterent and diſtinct 
verſeerss _ 

And whereas the faid Thomas Lord Foley the Patron, and the ſaid George 
gan, the Rector of the Pariſh Church of 01d Swinford and the principal 
Freeholders and Inhabitants within the ſaid Manor and Townſhip of Stower- 
bridge, are willing and deſirous, that the ſaid new Church fo erected and 

t in he Town of Stowerbridge, may be made and conſtituted a Pariſh 

Church, and the ſaid Town and Townſhip of Stowerbridge, a ſeparate and 
Gſtinet | Patiſh from the reſt of the Pariſh of Old Swwinford aforeſaid, and 
uexed to, and be deemed as the Pariſh belonging to the ſaid Church of 

'roerhrida, and, that a-competent Proviſion may be made for the Main- 
(nance and PPC of the Miniſter of the ſaid new intended Pariſh Church 


ie for 


5 121 3 
for the Time being, and that the Right of Preſentation to the a; 
may be ſettled and eſtabliſhed : Pr oa ON , ald Church 
Ghereloze, for the. effecting and accompliſhing che pious and chariayy. | 


LY 
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Purpoſes afore- mentioned. A 
= © UMay-it pleaſe Your Moft Excellent M 4 FEST Yr "iy 


That it may be Enacted; And be it Enacted, by the King) Moſt 
Excellent Majeſty, by. and with the Advice and Conſent. of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and the Commons, in this preſent Parliament 
aſſembled,” and by the Authority of the ſame, That the ſaid new Church 
ſo erected and built in the ſaid Town of Stowerbridge aforeſaid, ſhall im- 
mediately after the ſame ſhall be conſecrated, be, and be called, emed 
and taken to be a Pariſn Church, and a perpetual Rectory, Cure and Bene. 
fice, by the Name of the Pariſh Church of Saint in Stomper. 
bridge, in the County of Worceſter ; and that all the Meſſuages, Lands. 
Grounds and Tenemeats fituate, lying and being, and compriſed within 
the Town and Townſhip of Stowerbridge aforeſaid, ſhall be, and for ever 
hereafter he deemed to be, the Pariſh belonging to the ſame Church, | 
And it is hereby further Enacted, That dhmall be, and 
is hereby declared, appointed and eſtabliſhed to be the Firſt Rector of the | 
ſaid new Church; and the ſaid Rector ſhall be, and is hereby, incorporated 
and made one Body Politick and Corporate, by the Name of the Rector of 

the Pariſh Church of in the Town of Stowerbriche, 

in the County of Worceſter, and ſhall have perpetual Succeſſion, and be 
enabled to ſue and be ſued by that Name in all Courts of this Realm; and 
the ſaid new Church, and the Church- yard or Cemetery incloſed and be- 
longing to the ſame, ſhall be, and is hereby, veſted in the ſaid. Þ _ 
and his Succeſſors, ReRors of the ſaid Church of ß 


oy 


in the Towa of Stowerbridge, in the County: of » Worceſter, for ever; and 
that the Rector and Rectors of the ſaid Church for the Time being ſhall 
have Capacity, and they are hereby authorized and enabled, to purchaſe 
and take in Perpetuity, to them and their Succeſſors, any other Lands, | 
| Tenements and Hereditaments, not exceeding in the Whole the yearly 
o the Statute of Mort main, or any other Law or 

Stature whatſoever to the contrary notwithſtanding. 


* 


Int it is hereby turther Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That after | 


the Death, Reſignation, Deprivation or Ceſſion of the faid 


hereby nominated and appointed to be Rector of the ſaid new Church as 


_ - aforeſaid, all the ſucceeding Rectors of the ſame Church ſhall be nomi- 


nated by the ſaid Thomas Lord Foley, or his Heirs or Aſſigns; and the per- 


petual Advowſon, Right of Patronage and Preſentation of, in and to the 
Rectory: of the ſaid Church, ſhall be veſted in and ſettled upon, and the 
ſame is hereby veſted in and ſettled upon, the ſaid Thomas Lord Foley, his 
Heeg, terre, m 5 po 0 

And it is hereby further Enaczed, That  - hall be, 
and is hereby nominated and appbinted the Firſt Pariſh Clerk of the ſaid 
new Church; and that after the Death, Deprivation or Reſignation of the 
{aid odr his ccafing to be Pariſh Clerk of the ſaid Church, 
all the ſucceeding Pariſh Clerks of the ſame Church (hall be nominated 
and appointed by the Rector of the {aid Church for the Time being. 


And 


zi it is hereby kurther Enacted, That the Churchwardens of che ſaid 
uch ſhall be nominated and appointed in ſuch manner as the Church 
dens of che Jaid Pariſh Church of Old Swinfard are uſually nomi- 
r ˙ĩ Ä c e [ect 2, 
u for the making a competent Proviſion for the Maintenance and 
bor of the Rector of the {aid. new Church for, the Time being, and 


her Purpoſes herein after- mentioned, 


, {4 
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ether with the Rector of the ſaid new Church for the Time being, ſhall 
and are hereby appointed Commiſſioners and Truſtees for executing 
Powers and Authorities of this preſent Act, for the Ends, Intents, and 
r t ⁶ det.. 88 
nd it is hereby Enacted, That it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the 
Commiſſioners and Truſtees, or any or more of them, from 
ne to time, as often as they ſhall think fit, to aſſemble and meet together, 
the Execution of any of the Powers and Authorities veſted in them 
this Act (publick Notice being firſt given of the Time and Place of. 
y Meeting of the ſaid Commiſſioners and Truſtees, on the Sunday next 
lore ſuch Meeting, immediately after Divine Service); and that ir ſhall 
id may be lawful to and for the ſaid Commiſſioners and Truſtees, or any 
or more of them, ſo aſſembled as aforeſaid, by Writing, under their 
ads and Seals, to aſſign and allot unto any Per ſon or Perſons reſiding or 
Ibabiting within the ſaid new Pariſh of Somerbridge, or to any Perſon or 
eons who have reſpectively contributed, or ſhall hereafter contribute, the 
um of. odr upwards, to the building and finiſhing, and deco- 
wing the ſaid new Church, or the Tower or. Steeple. thereof, any Pew, 
at, Place or Kneeling in the ſame Church, from time to time, until allche 
ens, Seats and K neclings in the ſaid Church ſhall be once aſſigned, allotted 
d diſpoſed of; ſo as in the Diſtribution, Allotment and Diſpoſition of 
elaid Pews, Seats and Kneelings, the Option of, and Preference to, the 
elt Pews, Places and Kneelings, be: firſt made and given to ſuch Perſons 
ſhall have ſo contributed as aforeſaid, to the building, finiſhing and de- 
rating the ſaid Church, Tower and Steeple ; and afrerwards, to the other 
abitants - of the ſaid new intended Pæiſh, with,,regard and in pro-, 
uon to the Rents of their reſpective Houſes in the {aid new. Pariſh, of as 
ear as the ſame, in the Judgment of the ſaid Commitſioners or Truſtees, 
any . of them, can conveniently be done. RE 
ind it is hereby Enacted, Thar it ſhall and may be lawful to and for 
e Rector of the ſaid new Church for. the Time being, by Indenture 


* Indentures under his Hand and Seal, to demiſe, leaſe, and ler the 8 
Tag * eats 


made payable to the ſaid Rector, and his Succeſſors; and ſo as there 


1 ſaid new Church for the Time being, under his Hand and Seal firſt h 


x 


Tz A 
Seats and Kneelings erected, or to be exected, in the ſaid new Church 
any Place, Seat or Kneeling within the ſame reſpectiyely Reg: | 
Perſon or Perſons reſpectively to whom the ſame ſhall. be ſo 2 lien 
allotted as aforeſaid, in manner following ; rhar is to ſay, To ſuch of c 
as ſhall have been Contributors as aforeſaid, for any Term or N umd 
Years, not exceeding * © Years in Poſſeſſion, and not in Nerf 
and to the others of them for any Term, not exceeding Pen 
Poſſeſſion, and not in Reverſion, in caſe the reſpective Leſte 0 Ik 
ſhall ſo long live and refide in the ſaid Town or Townſhip of $75 
bridge; and alſo, by Parol, to let and demiſe the fame Pews Sears | 
Kneelings to any Perſon or Perſons ſo there reſiding as aforeſaid, for 
| or any ſhorter Term, ſo as the Rents reſerved upon ſuch Leafes 


not, upon granting any ſuch Leaſe, or in Conſideration thereof, had, recei 
or taken, any Fine, Premium or Foregift, and fo as the Rent and Rents tg 
reſerved upon ſuch Leaſe and Leaſes do not exceed the yearly Sum of 
os for any one Place or Kneeling in the beſt Pews; or the yea 
Sum of tut zu one Place or Kneeling in the other Pe 
of the ſaid Church; and in the like Proportion for a greater Number 
Places, Seats or Kneelings; and fo as in every of the ſaid Leaſes to 
made by Deed in Writing, there be contained a Proviſo or Conditi 
That in caſe the Rent thereby reſerved ſhall be behind and unpaid | 
— Days next after the Days or Times thereby limited or appointed f 
Payment thereof, or in caſe the Leſſee ſhall aſſign or diſpoſe of ſuch Pe; 
Places or Kneelings, to any other Perſon or Perſons, for any Part of the Te 
by ſuch Leaſe to be granted, at any greater or higher Rent than the Rent teſe | 
cd by ſuch Leaſe, or ſhall take a Fine in lieu of ſuch improved or increaf 
Rent, or ſhall aſſign or diſpoſe of his whole Term and Intereſt in fu 
Pew, Place or Kneeling, * Perſon or Perſons, (other chan and et 


his Wife, Child or Children) without the Licence of the Rector of t 


and obtained; then and from thenceforth, in any of the ſaid Caſes; (ut 
Leaſe ſhall ceaſe, determine and be, 7p/o fucto, void. . 
And it is hereby further Enacted, Pꝛovided and Declared, That 
caſe any Leſſee of any of the ſaid Pews, Places or Kneelings reſiding in th 
ſaid new intended Pariſh ſhall happen to die, before the Term or Termsf 
Years in ſuch Leaſes reſpectively to be granted ſhall expire by Effluxion 
Time; then, and in ſuch Caſe, it ſhall and may be lawful to and for ti 
ſaid Rector of the ſaid new Church for the Time being, ar the Requeſt Wi 
the Executors, or other legal Repreſentatives, of ſuch Leſſee © dying, WM 
grant, demiſe and confirm ſuch Pew, Sear, Place or Kneeling, to ſuch Ex 
cutor, or other Repreſentative of the Perſon ſo dying, for ſo many Years 
the Term granted to him, her or them, as ſhall then remain unexpired, 
caſe ſuch Executor, or other Repreſentative, ſhall ſo long live and reſide! 
the ſaid Town and Townſhip of Stowerbridge. | 
And it is hereby further Enacted, by che Authority aforeſaid, Thi 


the ſaid Commiſſioners and Tr ſees, or any 25 or * 5 of chem, (tha 
and may, and they are berebPauthorized and required, on or before it 
„„ 1 


f by Writing under their Hands and Seals, to aſſign, 1 11 
and allot, and afterwards cauſe to be incloſed, at the Expence of the I 
bitants and Land-owners of and in the ſaid new intended Pariſhot —_ 


18:3 

tobe raiſed by ſuch Ways and Means, and in ſuch Manner, as the | 

Fmmiſlioners and Truſtees, or any or more of them, ſhall, 

ling under their Hands and Seals, order, direct or appoint, All that 

br Parcel of Common Ground, called the Short Heatb, ſituate, lying 

1s in the Townſhip of Stowerbridge aforeſaid, and containing by 
1 Acres; and in caſe the ſame ſhall not be ſufficient 


"7 ation | No Ts . þ | | | , 
. Purpoſes herein after-mentioned, then ſo much and ſuch Part of 
common lying near the ſaid Town of Stowerbridge aforeſaid, on the 


'a Pool, called the Gigmill Pool, as; together with the Short 
Jaboreſaid, will, when the ſame are ſer our and incloſed, be of the 
eil) Value of . V 
ut is hereby Enacted and Declared, That che ſaid Land or Ground, 


* 


11 afligned, ſer. out, allotted and incloſed, ſhall be, and is hereby 
xd in 17 | | _ 8 .. | | 
heir Heirs, To the Uſe of them and their Heirs, In Truſt nevertheleſs, 
hey, or the Survivor of them, or the Heirs of ſuch, Survivor, ſhall 
do well and ſufficiently convey and aſſure the ſame Lands and Premiſes, 
| their and every of their Appurtenances, except Mines of Coal and Lead, 
Liberty, to. dig for, get and carry away the fame, which ſhall be, and 
hereby, re erved to the Lord of the Manor of Stowerbridge for the 
be being, Unto and to the Uſe of the then Rector of the ſaid new Church, 
[his Succefſprs, Rectors of the ſame Church, for ever, in cafe the Gover- 
of the Bounty of Queen Anne for the Augmentation of the Mainten- 

x of the poor, Clergy, ſhall, at the Time of ſuch, Conveyance, order 
of their Revenue the Sum of Pounds, to be laid our for a per- 

u Augmentation of the ſaid Rectory of Stqgoerbr age aforeſaid, 

Ind it is hereb fyrthe Ente , by the A thofity aforeſaid, That it 
land may be awful to and for the ſaid Commiſſioners and Truſtees, - 
ly. or more of them, and they are hereby authorized and required, 
y time after the paſſing this Act, by Writing under their Hands and 
ls to aſſign, ſet out and allot, and afterwards cauſe to be incloſed, at 
Expence of the Inhabitants and Land-owners of and in the ſaid intended 
th, to be raiſed as aforeſaid, ſuch further Parcel or Parcels, and Quan- 
| of the Common or Waſte Land or Ground lying within the faid new 
ended Pariſh, on the South Side of the Gigmill Pool aforeſaid, over and. 
ve the Land and Ground before-mentioned, as ſhall, after the ſame is ſo 
out and incloſed, be of the like clear yearly Value of ep hog 


\ Side of 


we all Reprizes ; which laſt-mentioned Land or Ground, when ſo 
pre, ſet out, allotted and incloſed, ſhall be, and is hereby, alſo veſted 
Hg do ar oae oak oheokaauy Beads 


their Heirs, To the Uſe of them and their Heirs, In Truſt neverthe- 
„chat they, or the Survivor of them, or the Heirs of ſuch Survivor, 
I and do alſo well and ſufficiently convey and aſſure the ſame Land, 
und and Pi >miſes, with their and every of theit Appürtenances, except 
afore-mentibned, unto and to the Uſe of the then Rector of the faid 
Church, and his Succeſſors, Rectors of the ſame Church, for ever, 
take Effect immediately upon ſuch Conveyance made, in caſe the ſaid 
Netnors of Queen Annes Bounty ſhall, at the Time of ſuch Conveyance, 
ler out of their Revenue the further Sum of to be laid 
6 =_ out 


. P " 
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Parliament and Letters Patent are mentioned, appointed and preſcribed 


and Grounds ſo to be aſſigned, allotted and incloſed, unto and for the 


all Tythes, of what Kind or Nature ſoever, and from all Parochial Ra 
Levies and Aſſeſſments whatſoever. _ 5 
And it is hereby further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, 
when and ſo ſoon as all or any of the ſaid Parcels and Quantities of [, 
or Ground, ſo intended to be incloſed as aforeſaid, ſhall be veſted in 
Rector of the ſaid intended Church for the Time being, it ſhall and : 
be lawful to and for ſuch Rector, and his Succeſſors, from time to tj 
to grant, leaſe and demiſe, the ſame unto any Perſon or Perſons, for 
Term not exceeding. Years, to take Effect in Poſſeſſion, 


ſaid Rector, and his Succeſſors, the beſt and moſt approved yearly Re 
that can be then reaſonably had or gotten for the ſame, without taking 
Fine, Premium or Foregift, and ſo as in every ſuch Leaſe there be c 


_ reſpectively to be reſerved, and ſo as no Clauſe be contained in any | 
Leaſe giving Power to any Leſſee to commit Waſte, or exempting him, 
or them from Puniſhment for committing the ſame, and fo as the relp 
ive Leſſees execute Counter-parts of ſuch Leaſes. 5 


Succeſſors, unto the ſaid George Wigan, and his Succeſſors, Rectors of! 


of the ſaid new intended Pariſh herein after reſerved to him and them)! 


a ord by means of chi preſent 


1 


out for a perpetual Augmentation of the ſaid ReQory of Stowerbriche of 7 
ſaid. | | 3 1 ; | 5 | [ 

And it is hereby Enacted and Declare, That the aſſigning, allo 4 
incloſing and conveying the ſaid Two ſeveral Parcels of Land 10 1 jo 
to be incloſed, unto and for the Benefit of the Rector of by, o 
new Church, and his Succeſſors, as aforeſaid, ſhall be deemed, 4 4 


and taken, as, for, and in the Nature of, Two voluntary Cont 

ropoled and made to the Governors of, Queen Anne's Bounty 
ureaenient of the ſeveral Acts of Parliament and Letters Page k 
for the Augmentation of the Maintenance of the poor Clergy, and! 
intitle the ſaid Rector, and his Succeſſors, to ſuch farther Augmentation 
of the Revenue of the ſaid Corporation, as in and by the faid aa, 


ribut 


And it is hereby further Enacted and Declared, That the @ig L 


nefit of the Rector of the ſaid new Church, and his Succeſſors, hai 
held and enjoyed by him and them, freed, diſcharged and exempted f 


not in Reverſion, ſo agſupdifieviry Leaſenſo to be made, chere be reſe 


and made payable +. during the Continuance thereof, unto 


tained a Power of Re-entry for Non-paynient of the Rent or Rents therg 


And it is herevy further Enacted, That there ſhall be paid by the R 
tor of the ſaid new Church of  ', | in Stowerbridge, and 


Pariſh Church of Old Swinford aforeſaid, for ever, (over and above the Tt 


annual Payment or-yearly Sum.of f of Jawtul Money 
Great Britain, free from all Deductions and Defalcations whatſoever, 
Conſideration of, and as a Compenſation for, ſuch Diminution, 3 
Appen in the Dues and Profits gt the faid Living or Benekce of 0.7.99 
the ſaid Annuity or yea Sum 0 


to be pa 


aun it is hereby further Enacted, That all the Eaſter Offerings and 
alice Fees, ariſing and to ariſe within the ſaid new intended Pariſh, ſhall, 
Fom and after the Conſecration of the faid new Church, belong, and be 
Iunble and paid to, and the ſame are hereby veſted in, the Rector of the 
0 new Church at Stowerbridge aforeſaid, and his Succeſſors, for ever, as 
filly and effectually and beneficially, to all Intents and Purpoſes, as the 
dot of the Pariſh Church of Old Suinford aforeſaid now holds and 
ors, and is ſeized, poſſeſſed of, or intitled to the ame. 
[puvided always, and is hereby Enacted and Declared, That in 
a the aid Annuity or yearly Rent of of any Part thereof, 
al be behind or unpaid for the Space of Days next after an 
berein before limited and appointed for Payment theredf, then, 
ind ſo often, it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the Rector of the ſaid 
Church of Old Swinford for the Time being, 5 


Provider ways, That'ndthitg "ks A Fitained (hall prefudice 
Impeach or defeat the Right, Title; Claim or Intereſt of the Vicar of OL 
Swnford aforeſaid, or his Succeſſors, to the Tythes arifing, accruing or 
belonging to him and them reſpectively within the ſaid Town and Town. 
lip of Stowerbridge, hereby made and erected into a new, ſeparate and 
tint Pariſh as aforeſaid. - Y 6 
Ind it is hereby further. Enacted, That the ſaid Town and Townſhip, 
ud che Inhabitants thereof, ſhall be ſubject and liable to, and charged and 
bargeable with, the Rates, Levies and Aſſeſſments for Repair of the ſaid 
ah Church of Old Swinford, in ſuch and the ſame manner as they 
ſelpeftively. were before the paſſing this Act, or would or ought to have 
den, in caſe this Act had not been male. 
ud be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid 
den Church, and the Rectors thereof, and the Pariſh Clerk and Church- 
Fardens of or belonging to the ſame for the Time being, ſhall be under 
nd ſubject to the Metropolitan and Ordinary Juriſdiction of the Archbiſhop 
| Canter bury, and the Biſhop of Worceſter, for the Time being, and ſhall 
de vifited in ſuch manner as other Eccleſiaſtical Benefices voy Cos have 
Nen, or may be, viſited; and that nothing herein contained ſhall extengy 
be conſtr N rd. extend, in ahy ſort, 4% <Q, prejudice or impeach af 
of the Ri jj "aa 1 
1 ights, Privileges, Powers or#acho: ies, of or belonging to the 
id Archbiſhop or Biſhop, or any Archdeacon, Chancellor or Official, within 
e Dioceſe of Worceſter aforeſaid. 
And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That from time 
o me, and at all times hereafter, when, and as the Truſtees nominated 


and appointed by this Act, or to be elected in manner herein — >" 
ſhall, 


N | 
N VV 
ſhall, by Death, or refuſing to act in the ſaid Truſt, be reduc 
| — mal And may be er and for the ſurviving "Truſtees, 8 
a. or more of them, and they. are hereby required, to ele& and a point 
fit and able Perſons, inhabiting in the ſaid new intended Pariſh of Fw 

bridge aforeſaid, or within | of the ſame, in the ee 
| Nead of ſuch of the ſaid Truſtees, -as ſhall die, or refuſe to act, ps. 
| ſaid; and all and every Perſon. and Perſons ſo to be nominated, elected 4 
appointed, ſhall have the like Power and Authority, by virtue of this A0, 
6 as the Truſtee or Truſtees, in whoſe Place they ſucceed reſpectively, was 
| were veſted with; and that this Act ſhall be deemed, adjudged and ** 
to be a publick Act, and be judicially taken Notice of as ſuch, by h 


1 1 Judges, Juſtices, and other Perſons whatſoever. | 
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